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appears there have been many changes. 
Work is usually more hectic so we can 
produce the same amount in less time 
and take a vacation.

Home is usually more busy with 
schedules that would make most air 
traffic controllers nervous. The number 
of people attending church functions 
during this time drops significantly, 
while the amount of tasks remain the 
same.

Summer stewardship ideas
Where has summer gone and how 

God has given all this and so much 
more to each of us. Have we opened 
our hearts, our minds and even our eyes 
to the Lord?

Ah! The joys of Summer are all 
around.
Ah! The gifts from God are all 
around.
Ah! My gratitude is evident all 
around.

Wait a minute. Why should I be 
grateful for all these things that I have 
earned? I deserve them, right?

Yes, we all deserve the gifts God has 
given. But, we need to remember that 
they are from God and they are gifts. 
We have countless opportunities to ex-
press our gratitude. As you take time to 
reflect on your faith this summer, re-
member the source of all good.

Summer seems different these days
Summer is often connected with va-

cations, relaxing, slowing down, and 
generally taking a break from the norm 
of the rest of the year. In recent years, 
however, Summer seems to have be-
come simply a weather-related time. 
Summer used to offer a real slowing 
down of the amount of tasks to accom-
plish at home, at work, and at church. It 
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As I relax in the hammock under a tall shade tree 
enjoying a cool drink, with a refreshing breeze 
ruffling my hair after an afternoon of my favor-

ite pastime, I begin to reflect on the wealth of gifts that 
are surrounding me.

We are trustees of 
what God has put 

into our care and keeping, 
and we are responsible to 
God for the use that we 
make of these gifts.

...Continued on page 4
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I have a book entitled, “The Pocket 
Promise Book” (800 promises from 
the Word of God). I will quote No. 

698, “In everything you do, put God 
first and he will direct you, and crown 
your efforts with success.” Proverbs 
3:6.

How many of you have ever run 
short of money between paydays, 
leaving nothing left for the church? 
“Oh well, we’ll make it up next Sun-
day.” Doubling up becomes a chore 
and you will probably settle for less.

Early in life I found the answer to 
that and I gladly pass it on. On payday, 
simply fill up your offering envelopes 
first. Your life will be even easier still 
if you budget for all your expenses.

I’ve never been very wealthy. but 
God has supplied me with all I need. 
God delivers on his promises!

Once while in the Navy, our ship 
arrived in Honolulu. It happened at 
a time when we hadn’t been paid for 

weeks. We were offered shore leave, 
but few cared to go without money. ‘I 
was anxious to go and promptly hitched 
a ride into town. While walking up a 
street, I saw what looked like a dollar 
on the sidewalk. Before I got to it, an 
officer stooped down and picked up the 
$10. (I bet you thought it was meant 
for me!) God had a different lesson in 
mind. I ate at the USO and slept at the 

God promises to 
reward generosity 

that springs from faith. 
“He who supplies seed 
to the sower and bread 
for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for 
sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righ-
teousness. You will be 
enriched in every way 
for your great generos-
ity, which will produce 
thanksgiving to God 
through us” (2 Corinthi-
ans 9:10). 

Deacon Dave
on stewardship

In 2008, a pastor of a city church 
became acquainted with one of his 
parishioners. During the pastor’s 

conversation with this parishioner, he 
discovered that the man owned a con-
siderable amount of property and that 
he had no will. The pastor told the pa-
rishioner that he wasn’t so much con-
cerned as to where he left his money, 
but he should have a will. The parish-
ioner was not married nor did he have 
any known relatives.

Two years later, at age 67, the parish-
ioner was in an automobile accident 
and died from the injuries he sustained. 
The pastor was given a copy of this 
man’s will during the probate and in the 
will it stated that he had left one-half of 
his estate to his parish. The estate was 
valued at more than 2 million dollars.

This city parish, struggling to main-
tain its programs and buildings, re-
ceived over one million dollars because 
the pastor had encouraged his parishio-
ner to consider making out a will.

Christians, even of modest means, 
realize that the worth of the posses-
sions they’ve accumulated during their 
earthly lives can do no greater good af-
ter death than to assist in the work of 
the Lord and to continue to give glory 
to his name. 

YMCA. I even got a ride to “the Pali,” 
a very beautiful spot high in a valley 
between the mountains and the sea.

After 45 years, I still remember it as 
a special day. One in which the Lord 
taught me ... you don’t have to have 
money to be happy! I repeat the prom-
ise: Put God first and God will crown 
your life with success! 
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Every day, we have many op-
portunities to use the gifts God 
has given us. As the parable of 

the talents shows, two servants took 
risks with the money they were given; 
they invested it and earned a good re-
turn. The third was afraid to take any 
risks, and so he hid the money safely 
and returned it to his master at the first 
opportunity (Matthew 25:14-30). Like 
the first two servants, we are also called 
to take risks for the Kingdom of God, 
stepping out in faith and watching to 
see God move as we trust in him.

You are unique
God did not give us gifts and talents 

so that we would hide them or turn 
them to selfish ends. Every one of us 
has a role in the advancement of God’s 
kingdom, using all the resources God 
has given us. Whether it is money, abil-
ities or time, nothing is irrelevant. We 
can be assured that personal encoun-
ters with God’s love, as well as our 
convictions based on scripture and the 
church’s teaching, we will learn to in-
tegrate the two, drawing on both when 
we are tempted to doubt his love, or 
when we are called to love others.

“Father, we thank you for your love 
for us. By your Spirit, make your love 
real in our hearts and our minds so that 
we can follow our love and witness to 
it through our words and actions.” 

Remember that you 
are a steward of 

your talents. God has 
equipped you with just 
the proper talents and 
commissioned you to 
serve him in this world 
and in your church fam-
ily. Develop the talents 
inherent in yourself. The 
talent that is used to 
the best of your ability 
grows and will bring 
light into your life.

God, Creator and Giver of all that 
is good, we thank you for our many 
blessings. Mindful of your generos-
ity, we acknowledge that all that we 
have is from you. Daily, we offer you 
thanks and praise for the beauty of 
the earth, our work, our family and 
our loved ones.

In the dawning of a new day, you 
are with us. In each dark hour, you 
are here. Blessed by your grace, we 
show gratitude by sharing what we 
have. By serving our brothers and 
sisters, we serve you.

As you protect and guide us on our 
journey, we, your stewards, remain 
ever grateful for your constant love. 
Amen.
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can we regain some of the “old ways” 
of “being” relaxed? Some stewardship 
ideas you can try are: read a book of 
the Bible weekly; spend an extra hour 
a week giving time to the church for its 
needs; take a family walk and talk to 
your children about the gifts that sur-
round us from God; forget about your-
self and do something for a neighbor 
in need; put more money in the Sun-
day collection in remembrance of those 
who are away.

As you lovingly perform one of these 
tasks, you will find yourself “being” 
faithful to the Gospel and your sense 
of summer relaxation should increase. 

“In everything you do, put God first and he will 
direct you, and crown your efforts with success.”
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